
June 2.] SOCIETY OF. ANTIQUABIES. 539

Thursday, June 2nd, 1881.

HENRY REEVE, Esq., O.B., V.P., in the Chair.

The following Presents were announced, and Thanks ordered
to be returned to the Donors :—

Prom the Royal United Service Institution :—
1. Journal. Vol. xxv. No. 109. 8vo. London, 1881.
2. Title, Contents, &c.,.of vol. xxiv. 8vo. London, 1881.

From the Sussex Archaeological Society :—Collections relating to the History
and Antiquities of the County. Vol. xxxi. 8vo. Lewes, 1881.

From the Institute of Chemistry of Great Britain and Ireland :—Register of
Fellows and Associates. 8vo. London, 1881.

From the Author, through the Department of the Interior, Washington :—
Introduction to the Study of Indian Languages, with words, phrases, and
sentences to be collected. By J. W. Powell. Second Edition. 4to.
Washington, 1880.

From the Smithsonian Institution :—Annual Report of the Board of Regents for
the year 1879. 8vo. Washington, 1880.

Presented by order of the Committee, through the Librarian :—Additions to the
Library of the Honourable Society of Lincoln's Inn, May, 1877, to May,
1881. 8vo.

From the Royal Geographical Society :—Proceedings. Vol. iii. No. 6. June.
8vo. London, 1881.

This being an evening appointed for the Ballot no papers were
read.

The Ballot opened at 8-45 p.m., and closed at 9*30 p.m., when
the following gentlemen were declared to be duly elected:—

Arthur William Blomfield, Esq.
Walter de Gray Birch, Esq.
Rev. John Hutton Pollexfen.
Rev. James Edward Vaux.
James Hilton, Esq.

Thursday, June 16th, 1881.

AUGUSTUS W. FRANKS, Esq., V.P., in the Chair.

The following Presents were announced, and Thanks ordered
to be returned to the Donors :—

From the Cambridge Antiquarian Society:—Report xxxix. and Communications,
No. xxi. 8vo. Cambridge, 1881.
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From the Royal Society:—Proceedings. Vol. xxxii. No. 212. 8vo. London,
1881. '

From the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres (National Institute of
France):—Comptes ltondus des Seances de l'annee 1881. Quatrieme Serie.
Tome ix. Bulletin de Janvier-Fevrier-Mars. 8vo. Paris, 1881.

From the Hungarian Academy of Sciences:—
1. Almanach, MDCCCLXXxi-re. 8vo. Budapest, 1881.
2. Ertesito (Akademiai) 1879 (7, 8), 1880 (1—8). Bulletin acad.) 8vo.
Budapest, 1879—80.
3. Evkonyvek (Annales). xvi. (vi.) 4to. Budapest, 1880.
4. Ertekezesek a tarsadalmi tudomanyok korebbl. v. (ix.), vi. (i.—v.), and
Title and Contents vol. v. 8vo. Budapest, 1880.
5. Ertekezesek a tortenelmit udomanyok korebol. viii. (x.), ix. (i.—iii.), and
Title and Contents vol. viii. 8vo. Budapest, 1880.
6. Literarische Berichte aus Ungarn. iv. (i.—iv.). 8vo. Budapest, 1880.
7. Ungarische Revue, i.—iv. (Januar.—April). 8vo. Leipsic, Berlin, and
Vienna, 1881.
8. Monumenta Hungariae Archaeologica. iv. (ii.) 4to. Budapest, 1880.
9. Az Eltiiut regi varmegyek. Irta Pesty Frigyes. i., ii. 8vo. Budapest,
1880. •
10. Repertorium ad Literaturam Daciae Archaeologicam et Epigraphicam
composuit Carolus Torma. 8vo. Budapest. 1880.
11. A Szbrenyi Bansag es szoreny vannegye tbrtenete. Irta Pesty Frigyes.
i.—iii. 8vo. Budapest, 1877—8.

From the Royal Academy of Sciences of Lisbon:—
1. Memorias. Classe de Sciencias Moraes, Politicas e Bellas-Lettras. Nova
Serie—Tomo v., Parte 1. (Vol. xlv. da Colleccao.) 4to. Lisbon, 1879.
2. Documentos remettidos da India ou Livros das Moncoes. Tomo i-
(Colleccao de Monumentos Ineditos para a Historia das conquistas dos
Portuguezes em Africa, Asia e America. Tomo vii. 1" Serie. Historia
da Asia.) 4to. Lisbon, 1880.
3. Historia dos Estabelecimentos Scientificos Litterarios e Artisticos de
Portugal. Por J. S. Ribeiro. Tomos viii. e ix. 8vo. Lisbon, 1879—81.
4. Sessao Publica. Allocucao do vice-presidente interino Joao de Andrade
Corvo, e Relatorio dos Trabalhos da Academia pelo secretario geral interino
Jose Maria Latino Coelho. 8vo. Lisbon, 1880.
5. Quarta Conferencia. Politica de Portugal na Africa, pelo socio effectivo
Jose Maria da Ponte Horta. Svo. Lisbon. 1880.
6. A Tabula de bronze de Aljustrel, lida, deduzida e commentada em 1876.
Memoria por S. P. M. Estacio da Veiga. 4to. Lisbon, 1880.
7. Vida e Viagens de Fernao de Magalhaes, por Diego de Barros Arana,
traduccao de Hespanhol de Fernando de Magalhaes Villas-Boas. 8vo.
Lisbon, 1881.

From the Author : —Old French Plate. A Handbook for the Collector. By
W. J. Cripps, M.A., F.S.A. 8vo. London, 1880.

From the Numismatic Society:—The Numismatic Chronicle. Third Series.
No. i. 8vo. London, 1881.

From the Author :—The History of Toasting, or drinking of healths in England.
By the Rev. R. V. French, D.C.L., F.S.A. Svo. London, 1881.

From the Cumberland and Westmoreland Antiquarian and Archaeological
Society :—Transactions. Part i., vol. v. 8vo. Kendal, 1881.

From the Royal Geographical Society :—General Index to the Fourth Ten
Volumes of the Journal, 8vo. London, 1881.
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JAMES W. COMERFORD, Esq., exhibited and presented, through
Edwin Preslifield, Esq., V.P., in the name of his late father,
James Comerford, Esq., F.S.A., a Bronze Figure from a crucifix
(date, thirteenth century), and a bronze Processional Cross, which
latter had been in the possession of the Comerford family for about
seventy years, and is supposed to have been dug up on the Field
of Bosworth, in or about the year 1778. An account of the
circumstance will be found in Nichols's Leicestershire, vol. iv.
p. 557, together with a representation of the cross from a draw-
ing by Mr. Sharp, of Coventry (see Plate XCI). The cross is of
a type which must have been very common in England at the
end of the fifteenth century, as a very large proportion of the
English crosses now extant belong to it. A similar one was
exhibited to the Society in 1879 by Mr. J. C. Kobinson, and is
described in Proceedings, 2d S., vol. viii. p. 6, where, also, some
other examples are mentioned. The present cross has the
evangelistic symbols engraved on the roundels at the ends of the
arms as is usual, but at the back of them it has suns or stars of
many rays instead of roses. The head of the staff remains with
a twisted hexagonal knop, and three sockets above, to receive
the cross and the side branches, with figures of Our Lady and
St. John. The branches are not now with the cross, and pro-
bably it was used without them. Round the neck of the staff
there remains a hinged metal ring, closing with a snap, evi-
dently intended to fix either an ornamental cloth or a tassel
round the top of the staff, after the manner of a halberd.

The small figure from a crucifix was found some thirty years
ago in piercing an arch in the ancient church of Withybrook,
near Monks Kirby, in Warwickshire. The arch in question
has since been filled up with plaster. It was presented by the
lay rector, Mr. Arnold, to the late Mr. Comerford. In one eye
is a trace of enamel, which has disappeared from the dress.

J. R. RACE G-ODFKEY, Esq., exhibited a photograph of a
drawing of a Wooden Coffer in the old church of Shanklin, Isle
of Wight. The front only was old, and measured 5 feet in
length by 2 feet high. Round the margin of the two ends
beginning at the lower dexter corner ran the inscription—

DOMINVS THOMAS SILKSTED PKIOR.

Along the bottom margin was engraved, *
ANNO DNI 1512. .

In the centre, underneath the lock and hasp, was the shield, with
the arms of the see of Winchester, viz., Gules, two keys addorsed
in bend, the uppermost argent, the other or; a sword inter-.
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posed between them in bend sinister of the second, hilted and
pommelled of the third. These arms were flanked by the'
initials T and S, in conventionally foliated characters, of Thomas
Silksted, who was prior of St. Swithin's, Winchester, from 1498
to 1524.

J. A. SPARVEL-BAYLY, Esq., F.S.A., exhibited and presented
two Rubbings of Brasses, which he thus described in a letter to
the Secretary, dated May 21, 1881:—

" I find the collection of rubbings of Essex Brasses, presented
to the Society by Mr. Franks, does not include the priests in
Laindon church. I therefore beg to offer the accompanying
rubbings for the Society's Collection.

The inscriptions and labels are 'unfortunately lost, and the
small brass has suffered much mutilation. I have very little
doubt but that the large figure commemorates John Kekilpeny,
Rector, who died in 1466. His three predecessors, according
to Newcourt's Repertorium, resigned the living, and his two
immediate successors were bishops. The small brass probably
commemorates Richard Bladwell, Rector, who died in 1513."'

OCTAVIUS MORGAN, Esq., F.R.S., F.S.A., exhibited a draw-
ing of a fragment of a Roman Pavement, which had been
recently accidentally discovered in a cottage in the walls of
Caerwent, about 10 inches below the surface. All the rest of
the pavement would appear to have been destroyed many years
ago by building a wall and constructing a path. Enough,
however, was left to give a clue to the pattern of the whole
pavement, showing that there had been four spandrils with a
fish in each (a salmon), and eight hexagons each containing two
fish; one of the hexagons had a trout, with an eel coiled up
by the side of it. Mr. Morgan also exhibited a hunting knife
of the sixteenth century, which had been washed up by the
Usk, above Abergavenny, in the floods of 1877; dimensions,
1 foot 8 inches, in length.

HENRY LAVER, Esq., Local Secretary for Essex, reported
the discovery in Balkerne Lane, Colchester, of a Roman Altar
of the usual form, about 50 inches high and 24 inches square.
It had a sunk panel on each of the four sides, and one of these
contains the following inscription in five lines:—

MATRIBVS
SVLEVIS

. SIMILIS ATTIF
CI CANT
V. L. S.
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An able and learned disquisition on this altar will be found in
the Transactions of the Essex Archaeological Society from the
pen of J. E. Price, Esq., F.S.A. Only one other stone dedi-
cated to the Sulevae appears to have been found in this country,
viz., that found at Bath in 1574, aud described by Mr. Scartli
in his valuable Aquse Salis. In that instance, however, the im-
portant addition of the title of Matres is absent.

Mr. Laver also reported the discovery of a Roman pavement
in a garden in Head Street about 5 feet from the surface. In
the centre was the drawing of a vase, surrounded by a border of
a not unusual type.

G. W. G. LEVESON-GOWER, Esq., F.S.A., exhibited two
Quarries of Glass bearing the Gresham crest of the grasshopper,
which he had picked up in a cottage in the neighbourhood of
Titsey Place.

J. H. MIDDLETONJ Esq., F.S.A., exhibited a Silver-gilt Plate,
8 inches in diameter, repousse and chased in front, once in the
Demidoff collection at Florence. The subject in relief is " the
Adoration of the Shepherds," within a border of flowers. The
plate is probably Italian work of the sixteenth century. The
mint-mark is a shield, on which is an arm holding a sword
between three estoiles.

Mr. Middleton also communicated the subjoined notes on
some discoveries on the site of a Roman villa, at Fifehead
Neville, Dorset, which were illustrated by careful drawings of a
pavement and other remains :—

" The land where these Roman remains have just been dis-
covered is the property of Mr. Wingfielcl Digby, of Sherborno
Castle, but the fact that they have been discovered and exposed
to view is owing to the energy and care of Mr. W. W. Connop,
of the Manor House at Fifehead Neville.

The digging up of great quantities of fragments of Roman
bricks, pottery, and worked stones in a field called ' Verlands,'
about ten or twelve acres in size, led Mr. Connop to have
excavations made at a point where these seemed most abundant,
and the result has been the following discoveries.

First, a fine mosaic pavement, about 13 feet 6 inches by
11 feet 6 inches, as shown in the drawing I exhibit. The design
consists of a sort of vase in the centre; next a ring, round which
fishes (something like gurnets) are swimming, next a larger
ring containing four sea-monsters, rather like dolphins in shape;
this outer band is set in a square, the corners being filled up
with a flowing ounament, and the remainder of the surface is
filled up by bands of red and white containing a sort of battle-
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ment ornament : round the whole is a broad band of plain bluish
grey tesserae, larger than the rest. The colours and materials
used are these :—1st, the main part of the ground of hard white
chinch; 2nd, a bright red made of terra-cotta; 3rd, brown,
made of soft argillaceous r>ebbles, existing in great quantities in
a neighbouring stream; 4th, blueish gray made of Purbeck
marble. The tesserae average half an inch square, and a little
more in thickness—they are set on a thin bed of cement.

The walls round this pavement have been almost entirely dug
up and carried away for building purposes; and this is the case
with all the walls of the villa, so that it is impossible now to
make out the plan.

Some of the villagers remember that about thirty years ago
nearly twenty cart loads of worked stone were dug out of this
field, and used in some new building.

The surface of the mosaic was only from 9 to 12 inches
below the level of the ground, and consequently some damage
has been done to it by ploughs passing over it.

The next room contained the hypocaust, and was the same
width as the room with the above-mentioned pavement.

The suspensura was composed of a white mosaic, with tesserae
of hard clunch, nearly an inch square, bedded in a hard red
cement made of crushed brick and lime. The pilae which sup-
ported this mosaic are of the usual sort, made of square slabs of
brick of two sizes, mixed often at random with flags of rag-
stone ; they are 18 inches high; the mortar used is very coarse;
it is made of lime and gravel, mixed with many fossils, espe-
cially belemnites; these joints are about f inch thick. On these
pilae rested large square flanged tiles, which carried the cement
bed and mosaic of the suspensura. The flanges were placed
downwards, so that the hot air could pass over the tops of the
pilae. The whole of this floor has been broken in, and but few
of the pilae are still standing.

The internal walls of the villa appear to have been coated with
fine hard stucco, ornamented with coloured decoration in blue,
white, green, black, and red.

A considerable quantity of objects of different kinds have been
found. Among these are large quantities of the roofing tiles,
some of stone, and others of red earthenware; each fastened by
a large iron nail.

The fragments of pottery are very numerous; they are of
several varieties—hard blueish black, ornamented with lines in
a sort of white enamel—coarse red, with incised ornament—
coarse thick pottery, gray in colour, with a dull black glaze
inside and out; and, lastly, a very fine red pottery with black
glaze, slightly glossy.
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Many fragments of walling bricks and the hollow flue tiles
from the hypocaust were dug up.

The articles of iron are not numerous, except the roofing
nails, of which great numbers have been found ; among the
other iron objects are ring-staples, spear-heads, spikes, hooks,
large rings, &c.'

The bronze objects are chiefly ear-rings, fibulae, keys, and
thin ornaments, .possibly for decorating harness. A curious
curved object, pierced with holes, I cannot suggest the use of.

There are also two. bracelets and a large bead of Kimmeridge
clay; the former ornamented with a sort of leaf-pattern.

Many bones were dug up, chiefly of the deer and horse, with
tusks of the wild boar, and many oyster, cockle, and edible
snail shells.

A considerable quantity of third brasses have been found—
chiefly illegible from corrosion. The few that can be deciphered
are of Probus, Carinus, Constantine the Great and his sons;
the latest being of the middle of the fourth century.

It appears as if the whole of the large field in which these
discoveries have been made was once occupied by Roman
buildings.

Wherever a pit is dug, a layer of black earth mixed with
ashes and charcoal is found, at the depth of from a few inches
to 3 feet below the present ground level.

In this stratum, which averages about 18 inches in thickness,
all the Roman objects are found. It seems probable that the
group of Roman buildings which once stood here was at some
time destroyed by fire.

Close to the site of this villa there is a stream of clear water,
which appears to have been used by the Romans to carry off
the drainage from the houses.

At various intervals the main drain has been hit upon. It is
built of stone with a flag top, and is about 2 feet square inside.

The whole soil of the parish of Fifehead is rich in remains of
various periods, from flint instruments down to late medieval
pottery."

Thanks were ordei'ed to be returned for these Communications.

VOL. VIII. 2 M
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